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Rick Dawson, Pete 
Pitzen are co-grand 
marshals for parade 


Rick Dawson will drive his red Mustang 
convertible with Pete Pitzen, riding in 
the rear as the two co-grandmarshals 
lead off the Belleville Central Business 
Community’s first Memorial Day parade 
on May 27. 

Both are members of the local post of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Polish 
League of American Veterans. Both also 
live in the city of Belleville. 

Dawson was drafted Nov. 3, 1965 and 
sent to Fort Knox, KY for basic training. 

After that he was sent to Fort Rucker in 
Dothan, AL where he anticipated becoming 
a helicopter gunner crew chief. 

He was instead chosen to attend air traffic 
control school at Keesler Air Force Base in 
Biloxi, MS. He graduated in June of 1966 
and a month later was on his way to South 
Vietnam, where he spent 13 months as an 
air traffic controller. 

The military gave him the training to be 
an air traffic controller and he was hired by 
the FAA once he was discharged from the 
Army. 

Working at a few airports out of state, he 
eventually was able to transfer to Detroit 
Metro for the last 29 years of his career, 
retiring from the FAA in July of 2001. 

After retirement, Rick became involved 
in local politics and various service and 
community organizations. 

He served on the Belleville City Council 
as Mayor Pro-Tem for four years, and has 
continued to serve on the city’s Senior 
Transportation Safety Board. 

Dawson is a Life member of VFW Post 
# 4434, a member of PLAV Post #167 and 
has served on the Veterans’ Honor Guard 
for a number of years. 

He also is a member of the Belleville 
Yacht Club. 

Peter J. Pitzen 

Peter was the ninth of 12 children of Peter 

and Marie Pitzen. He was born in Fort 
(continued on page 3) 
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Barb Jordan-Guobis of Van Buren Township took this photo of the Northern Lights, with the setting moon, over Belleville Lake on 
Friday night, May 10, around 11 p.m. She said it’s been a “Bucket List” item of hers for years to see the Northern Lights in person. 
“T ve vacationed in the UP many times in hopes of seeing them, and I never thought the first time I laid eyes on them would be in my 


back yard! What a great Mother’s Day present.” 


VBT OKs going to court to take properties by eminent domain 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
Going to court to take 10 properties 
by eminent domain was approved 
unanimously by the Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees at its regular meeting on 


May 7. 
Downtown Development Authority 
executive director Merrie Colburn 


explained that there are 56 parcels on 
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Belleville Road between Ecorse and Tyler 
roads and 46 of the parcels have been 
acquired by the township. 

The properties are needed for the widening 
of Belleville Road and sidewalks. 

She said they have come to an impasse 
with the final 10 and have a lawyer, Jerome 
Pesick of Williams Williams Rattner & 
Plunkett, that will take the owners to court 
to get the properties by eminent domain. 


Trustee Kevin Martin said he sees that 
at 7810 Belleville Rd. the entire property 
is being taken. It’s right next door to the 
storage place, he said. It is going to be 
destroyed. 

He asked if it is occupied and he was 
told it is. 

Attorney Pesick said the property needs to 
be acquired to widen Belleville Road. The 


(continued on page 3) 
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e Dog and Cat Food (os Os Ox 
e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food Ei 
e Certified Organic Products 

e Hay and Straw « Poultry Food 

e Horse and Livestock Feed nos 
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan 


(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) 


We look fi d 
EOE TA) 4Sl-0 11l wilisfeed@att.net 


to seeing you soon. 


DAVE’S TRE, S TREASUR 


WILLIS FEED MILL 


Private Cash or 
Sale local checks 

Hunting Gear Sports 

Guns, Bows ee Memorabilia 

Knives (734) 699- 4438 Tools and 

Fishing Poles Ù Collectibles 
Fishing Lures Boatin 
peepee ues ody spacey he eres 


12 Noon to 5 PM 
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 


AREL 


= ROOfing and Siding, Inc. = 


OVER OF EXPERIENCE 


Roofing ° Siding ° Flat Roofs 


Now Turu May 30, 2024 
Receive Our Certainleeo Roor 4-Star 
ExTeNDED Warranty FOR Free! Current & 


Past Minitarny MEMBERS will RECEIVE A 
$250 Caseras Girt Carp! 


Licensed & Insured 


Visit us @ www.banrnettroofing.com 
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 


2 BELLEV CO-OP 
° ELLEVILLE CO- 
C@P For over 75 year's as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 
CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 
Affordatte Rental Commuryties for Seniors 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


For more information call: 


734-699-8676 
M-W-F gam-Noon 


Amenities 
© 100% Smoke free campus e Subsidized rent 
e Individual heating & cooling e On-site laundry 
e = Emergency in-unit pull cords e Transportation available 


J I CS. www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-7011 if P 


Ww 


White Pine 
Your Smite Comes First! 


Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 


Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 


e Now Booking New Patients e 


Open Evenings and Weekends 
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. 
240 Main Street g 
Belleville, MI 48111 MM LALreRrALeTINSIO 


734.699.1010 


ee EVECARE 


*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details 


perspectiveeyecare.com 
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Grand Marshals 


(continued from page 1) 


Wayne, IN, and graduated from Central 
Catholic High School in 1954. 

Upon graduating, he joined the Army, 
attended Basic Training at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, MO, and then spent 16 weeks at 
Ft. Knox, KY learning 
radio repair. He was 
sent to Bad Hersfeld, 
Germany, where he was 
assigned as chief radio „a 
repairman for the Hq. Ai F 
Co. 3%. Battalion 
AIC, 

The 14" A/C was | 
designated as the first 
opposition to forces crossing the Fulda 
Gap, border patrol between East and West 
Germany after World War II. 

While stationed at Bad Hersfeld, he 
attended the Non-Commissioned Officers 
Academy in Munich. 

During his assignment during the Cold 
War, he was promoted to the rank of E5. 
After solving a problem de-coding, a 
message during a critical time frame, he 
was also given the position as message 
center chief, supervising all battalion 
communication and radio operators . 

Pitzen returned to the states in 1957, 
was discharged, put on inactive duty, and 
resumed civilian life. He shortly met a 
woman who became his wife and they had 
three children. Within 
a month of having his 
third child he joined the 


Dawson 


Indiana Air National 
Guard. 

Within weeks, 
President John 


Kennedy activated his 
: unit during the Cuban 
Pitzen Missile Crisis and they 
were sent to Chambey, France, where they 
were to re-activate a closed Air Force base. 
Four months later he received word that 
his wife was divorcing him and leaving 
him with the children. Finally getting 
back to the states and being able to be re- 
assigned to a SAC Base in Indiana, he was 
able to complete his active-duty time and 
also care for the children. 

After a year on active duty, his unit was 
relieved of active duty and resumed the 
status as a Reserve unit. Having to take 
care of the children, Pitzen was Honorably 
discharged. 

Being back to being a civilian again, he 
resumed his life working at many, many 
different trades. The many companies he 
worked for included: IT&T, Farnsworth, 
Essex Wire, Ford Motor, Bendix Aerospace 
(manufacturing electronics that went to the 
moon). 

One of his last jobs was at American 
General Products, Ypsilanti, a job he 


intended to stay at for a couple of weeks or 
a month or so until he found a job he liked. 
Twenty years later he retired as general 
manager and vice president, never taking 
time to look for another position. 

He met and married wife #2, Gayle, and 
they lived happily for 28 years until he 
recently lost her through cancer. 

He currently is the Junior Vice 
Commander of VFW Post 4434 and also 
chairman of the VFW Flag committee. 

One of the tasks of the Flag Committee is 
the refurbishing of flags used on veterans’ 
graves. They refurbish all they can, usually 
several hundred a year, and then give 
them out FREE to all who are interested. 
They also collect any faded, torn, dirty, 
or otherwise damaged flags for a proper 
retirement and disposal. 

The 10 a.m. parade will be held before 
the brief, 11 a.m. memorial service at the 
Veterans Monument on High Street in the 
city of Belleville. 


VBT Board 
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house will be taken at this address, which 
leaves the garage reducing the value of the 
property. The home is zoned commercial 
and the township will own the rest of the 
land. 

He said the property owner is non- 
committal and they are still hopeful to 
make an agreement with him and the rest 
of the property owners without going to 
court. 

Trustee Martin said taking a home is too 
much. 

The attorney said they reached out to the 
property owner. 

Supervisor Kevin McNamara said they 
have offered a premium on the property. 

Trustee Donald Boynton noted the 
township said it will help find him another 
home in which to dwell. 

Supervisor McNamara said the 
acquisition of property along Belleville 
Road began long ago, when Cindy King 
was supervisor. 

“They just don’t respond,’ McNamara 
said. “Those sidewalks are going in.” 

McNamara said there are lots of grants 
coming in for the road-widening project, 
in fact they have “an embarrassment of 
riches.” He said Canton forgot to get 
easements for its project that is due to 
begin this summer, so maybe the Van 
Buren Township project, which is next in 
line, can leapfrog over the Canton project 
and start this year. 

“I’m against eminent domain, but this 
is ridiculous,’ McNamara said. “It’s 
jeopardizing our safety.” 

In other business at the May 7 meeting, 
the board: 

e Approved a fireworks display permit for 
Saturday, July 6, with a rain date of Sunday, 


July 7, for the Belleville Yacht Club, with 
the display in front of the BYC from a 
barge on Belleville Lake. The fireworks are 
by the Michigan Fireworks Club. The same 
location was approved in 2022 and 2023; 

e Approved an agreement with Wayne 
County for improvements to Van Buren 
Park with the annual millage allocation of 
$38,321. The project would redesign the 
entryway area of Van Buren Park, including 
a lighting element for the sign, as well 
as renovate the township’s Community 
Garden; 

e Approved an updated agreement with 
Norfolk Southern Railroad to contruct the 
Iron Belle Trail Section J rail crossing with 
the money to be paid to the railroad for its 
work remaining at $45,290; 

e Approved the attorney’s recommendation 
in the board’s closed-door session held 
before this regular meeting concerning 
trial or settlement strategy in connection 
with specific pending litigation involving 
the police department; 

e Approved recognizing Savage 
Elementary School PTO as a local, non- 
profit entity in Van Buren Township to help 
with the group’s fundraising; 

e Approved amending the fee schedule 
for the existing tow agreement with Great 
Lakes Towing and J&T Crova. The existing 
costs were agreed upon in August 2017; 

e Approved a three-year extension for 
contracted assessing services with WCA, 
with the cost of $85,176 annually from 
June 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025, and costs 
going up 5% each year after that; 

e Approved a revision to the Cobblestone 
Creek Planned Residential Development 
requested by David Straub of M/I Homes 
of Michigan, regarding fewer side-entry 
garages. The approval does not impact the 
Jewitt Drain, the board was told; 

e Approved the selection of Michigan 
Building Cleaning and Maintenance for 
a one-year contract that will provide 
janitorial services at the community center 
at a monthly cost of $16,016. Annual cost 
is $192,192. Also bidding were ABM 
Industries, Inc. at $143,964 and Master 
Maintenance at $262,740. The low bidder 
was not selected because it had fewer 
staff per shift than what was needed, said 
Elizabeth Renaud, director of community 
services; 

e Removed from the agenda a zoning 
ordinance amendment to provide language 
clarifying signage provisions for the 
Belleville Road and Sumpter Road Mixed- 
Use District because of problems with the 
ordinance language; 

e Approved a budget amendment in the 
amount of $481,900 from the township 
general fund balance into capital outlay 
for the Safe Streets for All study. As the 
township spends the money it is reimbursed 
by the grant. After the plan is complete, 
the township will be able to apply for an 
application grant for implementation; and 


e Approved a resolution asking the 
Citizens Redistricting Committee to keep 
Van Buren Township, Sumpter Township, 
and the city of Belleville in the same state 
senate district. Supervisor McNamara 
said he found out about the redistricting 
in a hard-to-access GIS file and he called 
Sumpter Supervistor Tim Bowman and 
Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt and asked for 
their support and they said they will pass 
resolutions. Belleville passed its resolution 
at the May 6 meeting. McNamara said he 
would go to the next redistricting meeting 
to testify and other board members said 
they would join him. He said, “They 
are going super-fast and if we don’t get 
involved now, we’re out of it.” 


VBT signs agreement 
with Van Buren 


Community Players 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

At its regular meeting May 7, the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees signed 
an agreement through Dec. 31, 2025 with 
the newly organized Van Buren Community 
Players for use of the Black Box Theater of 
the new Community Center. 

Two members of the group — Justine 
Moldanado and Cindy Fry — were present 
to tell the board what their plans are. 
Moldanado said they plan four performances 
a year in the community center, with the 
first being “Steel Magnolias,” which she 
said was a favorite with audiences. She said 
their new group has members with more 
than 25 years of experience. 

She said they will be banking local and 
present special Bingo games. They plan a 
Christmas play, dinner theater, and working 
with the Yankee Air Museum something on 
Rosie the Riveter. They will have a group 
for seniors, and a juniors groups for young 
people, and put together a Van Buren Idol 
show. 

“We want to get the community involved,” 
she said. 

The agreement stipulates the township will 
receive 20% from ticket sales. The group 
must identify the program and schedule 
and it must be approved in advance by the 
township. The agreement stipulates that 
the group does not have exclusive access 
or rights to the facility, but will have 
reasonable and necessary access for their 
productions. 

Van Buren Community Players has a 
Canton P.O. Box 871193 as its point of 
contact and vanburencommunityplayers@ 
gmail.com, attention Laura Kitzman, 
Kitzmanlaura@gmail.com . 

Supervisor Kevin McNamara said they 
had been in contact with a theater group in 
Monroe who may have been able to use the 
Black Box. 
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Editorial 

BHS Seniors invite 
public to come see 
their party clothes 


At Monday’s regular meeting of the Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education, 
a graduating Belleville High School senior 
invited everyone to come see those going 
to the senior prom before they left for the 
party. 

Natalia Payne, who sits on the board of 
education as a student liaison, was telling 
of the last days at BHS for the senior class. 

She said May 16 was the last day of 
school and they would begin their senior 
walk at 10 a.m., ending up at the football 
field where they would spell out their 
graduation year: 2024. 

On Friday, May 17, those going to 
the senior prom at Crystal Gardens in 
Southgate, will be forming a contingent 
to drive together from the BHS parking 
lot. They plan to be there from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. and they invite the public to come out 
and see them all dressed up in their party 
clothes before heading off to the prom 
together. 

On Saturday, the seniors will be holding 
their graduation party at High Velocity in 
Canton and the party committee, mostly 
made up of parents, is planning for each 
student to get a special prize. The party is 
to keep the students at a safe celebration. 

Graduation is May 23, also out of town. 

In the olden days, all our senior parties 
were in the BHS gym and we worked hard 
to decorate it to make it look different than 
it had in gym class. Now, everything is out 
of town. 


www.bellevilleareaindependent.com 
baindependent@ameritech.net 


EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Prentis Howell of Antiques on Main said 
he and his wife are closing the doors to 
their two shops on Main Street at the end 
of business on the last day of May, but they 
are not going out of business. They will be 
operating on the internet and sending items 
through delivery services, he said. 

Not retiring, just changing the way the 
business operates, he said. 

That will make three large storefronts 
vacant in that block: the hardware store and 
the drugstore next to each other and now 
the two antique shops locations. 

The only businesses left on that side of 
the Fourth Street block are Enrica’s Golden 
Needle/Split Second Tacticals leather shop, 
Re-Max, and Bayou Grill. 

dokk 

The present outdoor statues leased for 
a year by the Belleville and Van Buren 
Township DDAs will be swapped May 
21 for the new outdoor art selected. We’re 
told the new ones are mostly depictions of 
animals, inspired by Scott Jones’ blue dog 
at the shopping center by the bridge. 

dokk 


Build-out of a planned $1.6 billion factory 
in Van Buren Township remains on hold by 
Our Next Energy. This is according to a 
May 10 story in Crain s Detroit Business. 

The electric vehicle battery startup has 
hired a Chicago-based financial consultant 
specializing in distressed businesses in its 
quest to rebound from a failed Series C 
fundraising round, the story stated. Since 
the first of the year the Novi-based company 
has laid off more than 160 employees. 

The demand for EV vehicles is 
dramatically less than estimated and so 
investors have backed off, the story said. 
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In Sumpter Township the candidate list 
is confusing. Many of those who filed 
as Democrats for years now have filed 
as Republicans. At least one who was a 
Republican last election is now a Democrat. 

Of those running for supervisor, Nelson Po 
filed as Republican for the last election and 
now is a Democrat and Sheena Barnes and 
Vincent Warren who used to be Democrats 
are now Republicans. 

Incumbent Trustee Donald LaPorte 
who is serving as a Democrat as elected 
in the last election, has filed for clerk as 
a Republican. Incumbent Trustees Peggy 
Morgan and Matt Oddy are currently 
serving as Democrats, but both filed for the 
upcoming primary as Republicans. 

Do you suppose these new Republicans 
think Donald Trump will get voters to pull 
the Republican lever and they will get 
elected that way? There are a lot of Trump 
signs and flags in front of homes in Sumpter 
these days. 

Another interesting aspect of the Sumpter 
election is that incumbent Supervisor Tim 
Bowman’s son-in-law is running for trustee 
and they both filed under the same address. 
They are both Republicans, but Bowman 
has been a Republican right along. 

I remember years ago when Marvin 
Banotai became Sumpter supervisor and his 
father was already on the board as a trustee. 
They served together without a problem, so 
I guess it’s perfectly legal. 


I remember when Trustee Louis Banotai 
got upset over something. Supervisor 
Marvin Banotai would say in a conciliatory 


“Now, Dad. Now, Dad.” 
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Ellie Rupnow, a first-grade teacher at 
Tyler Elementary School, was among the 
staff members illustrating projects their 
students had done in the “Project Lead the 
Way” special program, which focuses on 
hands-on activities. 

She told of a unit that was teaching about 
the body and one project 
included making ears. 
There were lessons 
about how animals have 
different kinds of ears 
for different purposes. 
She said Tigers have 
ears that look like eyes 
so other animals won’t 
know where they were looking. 

The students then made ears for 
themselves and then told why the ears were 
the way they were. She said one set of ears 
was red because the student said the animal 
was angry. Another set of ears was very 
fluffy and white and stood out far from the 
boy’s head. He explained he had fluffy ears 
because he wanted to attract a mate. 

That statement brought gasps from 
members of the school board audience and 
other teachers, with one of the teachers 
noting that was a first-grade student saying 
that. Teacher Rupnow was unfazed. 
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JOE’S APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 


275 W. Columbia © Belleville 


In -H ome Ser vice For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only. 


Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing + Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


Calls on Most 
Major Appliances. 


(734) 697-3206 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 
The Belleville-Area Independent 


INDOOR DINING AND OUR AYCE BUFFET IS BACK! 


CHINA KING E: 


SUNDAY-THURSDAY 
11:00AM - 9:00PM 
45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 
Next to the Belleville Post Office 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
11:00AM - 10:00PM 

(734) 699-1550 

See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com . 


LUNCH ec DINNER = 
Best Buffet Around! — jy 


DEeE.ivery AVAILABLE THRU UBER EATS & GRUBHUB! 
LUNCH SPECIALS e BEER & WINE AVAILABLE ¢ DRIVE-THRU PICKUP 
Thanks for your support over the years © 


HOTSPOT 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 
Payroll Services 
Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Visit our website 
www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street 


visa Masiercar R. H (in The Professional Building) 
p €- file Belleville, MI 48111 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


ROTC program 
prepares students for 
jobs of today, tomorrow 


To the editor: 

At Van Buren Public Schools, part of 
our mission is to provide students with 
a variety of choices, opportunities and 
avenues on the road to a successful career. 
We pride ourselves on giving our students 
opportunities to learn leadership and 
technical skills and to give back to our 
community, all of which prepares them for 
in-demand, good-paying jobs. 

That’s why I’m truly proud of our Navy 
Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NJROTC) program, one of our Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) programs. 
NJROTC provides real-world, hands-on 
skills that help our students compete for 
the jobs of today and tomorrow. Last July, 
the U.S. Navy fully certified our program 
as an official NJROTC. 

Since the start of the NJROTC program at 
Belleville High School, 426 students have 
enrolled in the program, and 69 seniors have 
graduated after completing between one 
and four years in NJROTC. The NJROTC 
program is an excellent pathway for public 
service careers, such as firefighters, police, 
emergency medical services (EMS) or the 
military. Our NJROTC program empowers 
students to discover and develop new skills 
and passions as they consider what they 
want to do after graduation. 

We’re looking forward to an amazing 
2024-2025 academic year as we continue 
to increase activities and learning 
opportunities within the NJROTC 
program. We recently inherited a robotics 
set from another JROTC school, allowing 
our NJROTC students to work closely with 
Belleville High School’s robotics team, 
learn new technical skills and compete in 
more activities across the JROTC realm. 

Our NJROTC program is an excellent 
route for students to become career-ready 
and responsible citizens who meaningfully 
contribute to their communities and 
country. Thanks to the Wayne County 
Regional Enhancement Millage, we can 
provide this innovative program. This 
important millage enables us to prepare 
students for jobs in the skilled trades, 
maintain small class sizes, support special 
education programs, and implement school 
safety initiatives. 


KARENS 
PLACE Y ) 


A Salon 
For Everyone = 
36968 Huron River Drive 


New Boston, Michigan 
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome 


734-753-9130 
Open: Tues.— Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3 
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All Wayne County local school districts 
and eligible public-school academies, 
including ours, receive 100% of the Wayne 
County Regional Enhancement Millage 
funding as required by law. This funding 
is subject to rigorous accountability and 
transparency measures to ensure it benefits 
all Wayne County students. 

Local businesses and public safety 
departments frequently emphasize 
investing in workforce development 
and training to address the skilled trades 
gap. Through innovative programs like 
NJROTC, we are establishing a talent 
pipeline right here in Southeast Michigan 
that helps ensure our students have local 
job opportunities so they don’t have to 
move away from home to find good-paying 
jobs. 

We have seen exponential growth in 
the number of students going on to attend 
college or technical schools, entering 
the workforce right after graduation or 
enlisting in the military. Students who once 
had little self-confidence and structure in 
their lives have become confident leaders. 
As the workforce evolves, so must we. It’s 
crucial to continue creating new career- 
technical opportunities for our students to 
thrive in today’s competitive job market. 

(The funding we receive from the Wayne 
County Regional Enhancement Millage 
makes this program possible.) 


Superintendent Peter Kudlak 
Van Buren Public Schools 


Nobody I’ve spoken with 
wants AI tracking 


To the editor: 

It is nice to see The People opening 
their eyes to our government’s actions. 
The main topic of conversation around 
town and with my constituents is this AI 
tracking. Nobody I’ve spoken with is in 
favor of it. 

Let’s make a statement... 
We have an election coming up. Even 
though our local elected officials are 
running uncontested and will retain their 
position, don’t vote for them. Leave the 
spot blank on the ballot, do not color in the 
circle. 

A small gesture I know, however, it will 
be a large statement. 


Joe Flange, Precinct Delegate 
Van Buren Township 


Maria Kasperek earns 
Winter 2024 Dean’s List 
honor at Kalamazoo College 


Maria Kasperek of Belleville has been 
named to the Kalamazoo College Winter 
2024 Dean’s List. 

Dean’s List recognition is earned with a 
grade point average of 3.5 or better. 

Kalamazoo College, founded in 1833, 
is a nationally recognized residential 
liberal arts and sciences college located in 
Kalamazoo, MI. 
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More Letters 


Angela Lee seeks votes 
in Huron Twp. race 


To the editor and Huron Township Friends 
and Neighbors: 

My name is Angela Lee and I am excited 
to announce that I am running for a Huron 
Township Trustee position. I am passionate 
about our town, our community, our 
schools, our businesses, and growth. I will 
listen to you and the needs of our township 
with a strong focus on integrity. 

I am proud to provide exceptional 
communication and collaboration skills to 
hear the concerns of our town and make 
positive change. I became a Huron resident 
eight years ago, raising my three children 
(Jacobe, Josephine and Sophia) with my 
husband Daric. 

I love to give back! I am a current 
member of The Belleville Central Business 
Community, member of Belleville Area 
Kiwanis, Lieutenant Governor-Elect 
for Division 6 of Michigan at Kiwanis 
International, secretary for the Renton Jr. 
High School Parent Teacher Organization, 
proud sponsor for Belleville Little League 
Baseball, Huron Schools Boosters, and 
The Downriver Heaters 12 U. 

My educational background: I am a 
graduate of Divine Child High School with 
a bachelor’s degree from Fisher College 
and master’s degree from the University 
of West Florida in Education. I am a local 
business owner and Realtor/ Broker of 
The Lee Team Real Estate. I have had the 
opportunity to travel and live abroad but 
Michigan has and will always be home. 

As a candidate for a Huron trustee 
position, you can trust me to work hard on 
your behalf and protect your best interests 
with that same drive and passion. Please 
lend me your support and share the news 
that I need your vote for Trustee 8/6/24. 

Vote Lee for Huron Trustee! 


Angela Lee 
Huron Township 


Mailman must take his 
time reading the paper 


To the editor: 

Received the May 9th issue today along 
with the March 7th issue; I guess the 
mailman wasn’t done reading the March 
issue until now. 


Dennis Williams 
Dearborn Heights 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 
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Towing Available 
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Belleville, MI 48111 
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(734) 796-4795 


151 Main Street 
Belleville MI 48111 
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Spring/Summer SPECIALS! 
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Divorce ¢ Social Security Disability 
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REALTY 
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www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com 
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THINKING OF SELLING G| COLDWELL BANKER 
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YOUR HOME IS UNIQUE, 
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Friends of MI Animals Rescue 
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All 
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Friends of Michigan info@friendsofmichigan.org 
Animals Rescue wwwfriendsotmichigan.org 
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1.R's Tree Service 
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owner 


Free Estimate's 
Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
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Fire Wood 
Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 
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Daud C Broun 
Funeral Stome 


Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 


Remember 


David C. Brown, Founder « Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager 


(734) 697-4500 


O 


www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. rs ne 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 4811 


Patronize Our Advertisers! 
They are the ones who give 
you this free paper! 
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BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


Moving forward 417 Charles 
in Christ together! Sunday 10am 


bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288 


BELLEVILLE 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Saturday Mornings 
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30 
89 South Edgemont 
bellevillesda.com 


BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


11900 Belleville Road 


Service and Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 


sp BETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M. 
Connect Classes 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship 


. 
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M. 
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group 
WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M. 
Bible Study & Youth Groups 
894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville 


Community Church 


REACH + COMMEOT + SERVE 


JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON FE 


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
6020 Denton Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276 
www.faithchurchdenton.org 
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship. 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
=" Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


WoULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 
THIS DIRECTORY? 
Catt ADVERTISING 
MANAGER JANET MILLARD 
AT 734-699-9020 Topay! 


Charles Allen Sanders 


CHARLES ALLEN SANDERS 

(February 8, 1948 — May 9, 2024) 

Charlie Sanders, 76, of Lewisburg, TN, went 
home to the Lord from his home in Belleville, 
MI surrounded by his wife, Elizabeth (Liz) Ann, 
his children, and grandchildren on Thursday, 
May 9, 2024. Charlie was born February 8, 
1948 to Charlie and Elizabeth Sanders. He was 
one of six kids, Joyce (Lee) Nicholson, Norma 
(Randell) Cross, Ann (Dennis) Weber, Kenny 
(Liz) Sanders and was preceded in death by 
David Sanders along with his parents Charlie 
and Elizabeth. He was raised by his grandparents 
George and Myrtle Hobby in Tennessee who 
also preceded him in death, until he was 12 then 
moved to Michigan. 

After completing school, Charlie joined the 
U.S. Army in June 1967 as a plumber. After 
serving a tour of duty in Vietnam from May 
1968 to December 1969, he was stationed in 
Baumholder, Germany. After completing his 
tour of duty, Charlie, now a Specialist 5 (E-5), 
left the military in July 1973 to return to Wayne, 
ML. After serving his country he lived in Alaska 
working on the pipeline for a few years before 
returning to Michigan, where he worked for 
both General Motors and Ford Motor Company 
along with numerous odd jobs he did along the 
way. After 28 years working for Ford, due to 
an injury on the job he retired, but his working 
days were far from over. Now came time for 
him to work on his “honey do list”. 

Charlie had met the love of his life in ‘99, 
Liz. They married December 14, 2001 and 
then again, on December 15, 2023 surrounded 
by friends and family in Belleville, MI, 
celebrating 22 wonderful years together. Charlie 
had two sons of his own, Robert (Brandie) 
Sanders, and was preceded in passing by his son 
Keith Sanders. Upon meeting Liz, he became a 
loving stepfather to Christina, Jessica, and Jay 
Mitchell. As well as being a very special “Papa” 
to his 12 grandchildren, Nicole, Andrew, 
Christian, Leeann, Bella, Savanna, Saharah, 
Little Keith Sanders, Joslyn, Lillie-Ann, Reid 
Florian, and Jackson Kivi. Plus, his little dog, 
Sunshine. 

Charlie was a loving family man, and a 
great friend to many. He was a member of 
Rolling Thunder motorcycle club of Detroit and 
Vietnam Veterans of America #310 of Ypsilanti. 
He attended and was an active member of The 
Belleville Lighthouse Church. He embraced 
the “Built Ford Tough” slogan and was as 
tough as they come. He enjoyed the outdoors, 
hunting, fishing, and camping but most of all 
he loved spending time with his family and 
grandchildren. Charlie will be cremated and a 
celebration of his life will be held for his family, 
friends, and community to attend on Saturday, 
May 18, 2024 at The Belleville Lighthouse 
Church, officiated by Pastor Bob Lafferty, 870 
Savage Rd. Belleville, MI 48111. Doors open 
at 1 p.m., service starting at 2 p.m. with lunch 
to follow. 

Arrangements by Stark Funeral Professionals, 
Ypsilanti. 
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Richard Robert 
Emerson 


RICHARD ROBERT EMERSON 

(June 15, 1951 — May 3, 2024) 

Richard Robert Emerson, 72, of Shelby, passed 
away Friday, May 3, 2024 after a courageous 
journey through ALS. He was born June 
15, 1951, in Ypsilanti, the son of Justin and 
Marguerite (Znorski) Emerson. 

On December 16, 1972, Richard married 
Merlinda (Mindy) Cooper and they spent 
51 years together. They made their home in 
Lansing, Michigan, until retirement allowed 
them to move to their home on Lake Michigan 
near Shelby. 

Rick graduated from Belleville High School in 
1969 and attended James Madison Residential 
College at Michigan State University, 
graduating in 1973. He worked for the State 
of Michigan in the Social Security Disability 
Determination Service until his retirement in 
2010. 

Rick loved his time with family, traveling 
the world with Mindy, golfing, and attending 
Michigan State sporting events. He loved to 
sing, and lent his beautiful voice as a cantor and 
in the St. Gerard Adult Choir. Very civic minded, 
Rick spent countless hours volunteering in 
many capacities through his life, including BSA 
Scoutmaster, Habitat for Humanity, Community 
Volunteers for International Programs at MSU, 
and many volunteer groups that appreciated his 
expertise. 

Rick is survived by his wife, Mindy Emerson; 
sons, Michael (Amber), Christopher (Heather); 
grandsons, Tyler, Ethan, Owen, Sebastian, and 
Felix; as well as siblings, Sam (Sue) Emerson, 
Patricia (Bob) Groeschner, and Bill (Mary Ann) 
Emerson; along with a large extended family. 
Rick was preceded in death by his parents, 
Justin and Marguerite (Znorski) Emerson. 

The family asks you to consider donating to the 
Susan Mast ALS Foundation of West Michigan 
- susanmastals.org or The Samuel Omogo 
Foundation which provides clean drinking water 
to villages in Nigeria samuelomogofoundation. 
org in Rick’s honor. 

Beacon Cremation & Funeral Service, White 
Lake Chapel, is in charge of arrangements. 
www.beaconfh.com 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 


Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 
About 100 participants, ages 6 to 10, from 13 elementary school clubs, plus their families 
and siblings, took part in the May 4 FIRST Robotics event at the Belleville High School 
cafeteria. Robotics is expected to be part of the curriculum of the Van Buren Schools in 
the future, instead of just a club. The elementary students begin their robotic learning 
with Lego robotics and on Saturday they were able to experience more complex robots 
as well. Among the many activities, the BHS robot threw a ring to the students for them 
to catch. 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 

The Belleville-Area 
Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 
bellevilleareaindependent.com 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ¢ Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding 


Se 
Olivia McCluskey, a member of the 
Belleville High School class of 2024, 
signed with Heidelberg University Soccer 
Team on April 26. She will be attending 
Heidelberg University, in Tiffin, Ohio, this 
fall majoring in Criminology. 
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www.apsrs.com 
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Revolutionary 
Gardens 


Landscape Rejuvenation, Preservation, 
Design and Planting 
josephs@revolutionarygardens.info 
Your Personal Groundskeeper 


734-507-2440 
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Terri Turner, a fourth-grade teacher at Keystone Academy in Sumpter Township, won the 
National Heritage Academy’s Excellence in Teaching award for the 2022-23 school year. 
She was judged the best out of all NHA’s fourth-grade teachers across its 102 schools 


Protect your 

vehicle from 

harsh winter 
snow and 
road salt. 


NTI 
Oc 


at it's 


Beat! 


Call for an NH OIL UNDERCOATING 


appointment 
today! 


May is here! Together we can 


make a difference in the lives of 


youth in foster care. 


Foster kids are kids. They want 
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PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE ae 
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS - 


BOO £ Moron Liver DO = 
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in nine states. Keystone hasn’t had such an honor in five years, said Principal Jorvonna 
Drain. 


Steve Harsant elected president of 
Keystone Academy school board 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Steve Harsant, who has served as vice 
president of the Keystone Academy Board 
of Directors, was unanimously elected board 
president for the 2024-25 school year at the 
May 9 regular meeting. 

Harsant, of Van Buren Township, fills the 
position held for many years by Vesta Losen, 
also of Van Buren Township, who retired as 


of May 1. His term on the board is through 
June 2026. 

Christine Mihaly was elected vice president 
and she and Harsant suggested that he serve 
this year’s presidential term and next year, or 
any time until then, she could step up to be 
president. She said she has less experience and 
would like more time in a supporting role. 

Mihaly, also of Van Buren Township, serves 

(continued on page 13) 
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Do You Want To Hear Better? 
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remarkable new hearing instrument in is all it takes 
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and you are under no obligation. The All-day comfort 
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments — e Hear effortlessly in noisy places, 
use the latest technology to comfortably watching TV, or on the phone. 
and almost invisibly help you hear «Tiny size and great price! 


Independent photo by Janet Millard 5 r 
The Belleville-Area Chamber of Commerce helped M/I Homes cut its ribbon on Monday TA “ Sane ae eas e as ata “Le sok! 
OOK: 


afternoon to open its area of new homes in Cobblestone Creek subdivision. From left a barrel” sensation some people 

are Joey King, Steve Jones, Liona Shenserko, Elizabeth Schrems, Van Buren Township . 1a She’s 
: : : f experience, and has been clinically 

Trustee Kevin Martin, Sascha Vallet, Drew Statz, Gabby Bednarowski, Genise Danzy, 


wearing new 


; . À demonstrated to improve hearing in ; open ear 
and Lauren Connor. Cobblestone is located south of W. Huron River Drive and east of noisy environments. If you wish to technology! 
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your hearing tested in our office FREE 
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Birthdays Read The Newspaper A limited number of qualified seniors $90 Gift i 
" On The Web! are needed to try this product. NO l af 
May 19 -- Jim Otzman : PURCHASE is necessary, however you 
May 20 -- Anna Hoose, Julie King 


may purchase Beltone Serene™ Technology at a reduced rate. 
May 23 -- Ed Armatis 


= Beltone Free Hearing Screening For The 
Hearing NEXT 5 DAYS! 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020. 


We support & honor Medicare and discount plans 
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The Top Ten scholars of the Belleville High School 2024 graduating class were honored at Monday’s meeting of the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education. Athletic Director Joseph Brodie introduced the ten, although only five attended the meeting. He told of 
each scholar’s athletic awards, as well. From left is Salutatorian Thomas Okubo, who is going on to Yale University; Madison Leads, 
#3; Kelly Montgomery, #4; Logan Peterman, #7; and Ellee Kloian, #9. Those not present were Valedictorian Parker Mears, Eli Jeng, 


#5; Ariana Smith, #6; Isabelle Porzondek, #8; and Ekene Duru, #10. The commencement ceremony is May 23. 
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AERO REALTY 
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ROMULUS, MI 48174 
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f VAN BUREN 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


Time to get your pups cleaned up! 


! MAIN STREET BELLEVILLE, MI 481 


School board votes to 
pay $290,491 over 5 yrs. 
for new math program 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 


At Monday’s regular meeting, the Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education 
voted unanimously to spend $290,491 
over a five-year period for the Illustrative 
Mathematics Curriculum for grades 6-8. 
The new math program was explained 
in detail at the last school board meeting 
by Renea Kurek, secondary instructional 
specialist coach, and School Supt. Pete 
Kudlak said nobody had forwarded any 
questions to him on the program, so it was 
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10% OFF MENTION AD 


Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
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quickly approved. 

At the previous meeting, Kurek said 
for the previous six years, McBride 
had used the Discovery Tech Book and 
Owen’s sixth-grade teachers had been 
using Everyday Math. They have adjusted 
the curriculum to accommodate diverse 
learners and have integrated real-world 
applications, she said. 

She said a district team began evaluating 
and selecting a new math program last fall 
and after a selection process recommended 
Illustrative by Imagine Learning for grades 
6-8. 

In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the school board: 

e Approved the design services contract 
with Integrated Design Solutions for a 
lump-sum of $90,000 from the sinking 
fund with reimbursable expenses up to 
$5,000 for secure entry renovations to 
Tyler and Savage schools. Rod Kakoczki 
of consultant Plante Moran Realpoint said 
IDS will do the entire design process, 
including getting bids later this year and 
assisting with the bidding process and 
construction phase next year. The project 
will move the offices, currently in the 
center of the identical buildings built in the 
1970s, to two classrooms at the perimeter 
of the buildings and the former offices will 
be used for small-group instruction. Supt 
Kudlak said with the Tyler and Savage 
secure entries in place, the district will 
have all secure entries; 

e Approved the annual field trip for the 
Marching Band to go to band camp at 
Tamarack Camp in Ortonville Aug. 19-23. 
Students in grades 9-12 will learn how to 
march and play the music. Cost is $300- 
$330 per student; 

e Heard an update on the 2019 bond money 
projects by James Williams, director of 
plant operations, and Rob Kakoczki of 
Plante Moran Realpoint. A quarterly update 
to the board was requested. The bond was 
sold in three series and there was $41.5 
million total funds available for projects. 
The first project was construction of the 
Early Childhood Development Center; 

e Heard the Spring Building Presentations 
from the staffs of the Early Childhood 
Development Center and Tyler Elementary 
School; 

e Discussed the proposed Wayne RESA 
General Fund budget for the upcoming 
school year. Each school district in RESA 
must vote to support, or disapprove with 
specific objections the budget, prior to 
June 1. A vote is scheduled for the next 
regular meeting; 

e Approved the resignations of non- 
instructional staff members Rachel 
Lemasters after less than a year at Owen 
as of May 1 and Bryanna Frady of eight 
years in the transportation department as 
of May 16. Shawnee Lawson of Edgemont 
was terminated after one year of service as 
of May 2; 

e Approved the hiring of bus aide Aaron 
McQuade as of May 6; 

e Approved the resignations of teachers 
Emmanuel Jones of Tyler after less than a 
year of service as of April 26 and Anthony 


(continued on page 12) 
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Court Watching: 


Matthew Mark Taylor 

Matthew Mark Taylor, 30, of Sumpter 
Township was scheduled for his probable 
cause conferences on Feb. 28 on four cases 
having to do with stealing catalytic converters 
from automobiles in Romulus and Van Buren 
Township in 2020, after they were adjourned 
from Jan. 17. 

His defense attorney Rebecca Tieppo was 
assigned to the cases in October and is seeking 
a global resolution. She said she needed time 
to work with the prosecutor and Judge Martin 
adjourned the probable cause conferences 
until Feb. 28 and said the driving while license 
suspended misdemeanor will continue with the 
felony cases. 

Judge Martin noted on Feb. 28 that Taylor had 
been waiting for his four cases for several hours 
on Zoom before his attorney was present and 
the case could be called. By that time, he was 
no longer present. The attorney was allowed to 
waive his presence and Judge Martin scheduled 
all four cases at one time for a preliminary exam 
on April 3 at 1:30 p.m. 

But on April 3, he was present in person and 
the attorney was not present. When she got there 
at 2:24 p.m., she said several files just came and 
she had to review them. The exam was reset to 
12:30 p.m., June 26. Judge Martin noted that 
the victims waiting to testify in the case were 
present in the courtroom and had been there 
several times before in the past waiting for 
action on the 2020 cases. 

Jeffrey Byron Lominac 

Jeffrey Byron Lominac, 58, of Sumpter 
Township was video-arraigned by 34th District 
Court Magistrate Al Hindman on Nov. 8 while 
in custody of Sumpter Township police. He is 
charged with assault with a dangerous weapon 
(felonious assault) and felony firearm on Nov. 7 
in Sumpter Township. 

His probable cause conference was set for 
Nov. 22 and then adjourned to Dec. 20 and 
then adjourned for discovery to Jan. 24. The 
preliminary exam was set for March 6 and then 
April 24. At that time, he waived his exam and 
was bound over to circuit court for a May 8 
arraignment on the information. 

At circuit court, he pled guilty to a new charge 
of brandishing a weapon in public and the other 
charges were dismissed. He was fined $128 and 
put on 18 months of probation. 


VBPS 
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Ploucha of Belleville High School after for 
years of service as of Aug. 30; 

e Heard Finance Director Priya Nayak 
report that officially the use of federal 
ESSER funds is over and it’s a shock to 
be going back to the much-smaller, pre- 
COVID general fund budget for next 
school year; 

e Heard Director of Plant Operations 
James Williams report the state has new 
guidelines for drinking water safety that’s 
called “Filter First.” He said the district 
has to have a drinking water safety plan 
in place and add approved filters to 
consumable drinking stations, among other 
requirements; and 

e Heard BHS graduating senior Natalia 
Payne, who has been sitting on the school 
board to provide student input on and off 
with others for more than three years, 
announce this was her last meeting since 
she is graduating. She reported she has 
earned more than 50 college credits as a 
high school student without charge. She 
said she just won a Student Activity Award, 
and participating in the school board was 
one of the reasons. She said May 16 is the 
seniors’ last day of school, May 17 is the 
senior prom, and May 18 the senior party, 
with the commencement ceremony on 
May 23. 


GWD’S BLIND 
WAREHOUSE 


CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES 
AND VERTICALS 


FACTORY DIRECT PRICES 


SENIOR & VETERANS DISCOUNTS 
Call (313) 303-1299 -m -3 


& “Celebrating 80 Years & Still Growing” 


© ° BEDDING PLANTS ° FLATS 

| ° PLANTERS ° HANGING BASKETS 
e WINDOW BOXES ° ROSE BUSHES 
“OUR SELECTION IS BIGGER THAN EVER!” 


OVER 48 VARIETIES OF TOMATO 
PLANTS & SOME HEIRLOOMS. 


MANY OTHER VEGETABLE PLANTS TO CHOOSE FROM! 


Zywicki Greenhouses, Inc. 
50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 


14 Mile East of Rawsonville Rd., 
3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd. 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
@ Sam 
(784) 256-1928 


www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com 
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Dos Pesos 


Mexican Restaurant 
DAILY SPECIALS pnewony 


MONDAY - $6 Margaritas 


TUESDAY - $3 Corn Tacos, $3.25 Flour Tacos 


HAPPY HOUR M-F, 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Hours: M-F, 11 a.m. - 7:45 p.m. © Sat. - Noon to 7:45 p.m. 
Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc. 


11800 Belleville Rd. 
697-5777 


CONSULTATION 
AND ESTIMATE 


FRE 
7342230 


Residential & Commercial 


S 


GROUND CONTROL 
LANDSCAPING 


AGRA 


a om 4 @ » 


Lawn Care 

Snow Removal 
Mulching 

Hedge/Tree Trimming 


O E ETE om 


e Spring/Fall Clean Up 
e Garden Bed Install 

e Hardscaping 

e And Much More! 


We can help you 
find a plan that’s 
right for YOU & 
YOUR BUDGET. 


markets. Pes 
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Keystone 


(continued from page 9) 


as human resources director for Washtenaw 
Community College. 

The board also returned secretary Kim 
Kowalski and treasurer Charlene Derrick to 
their positions for another year. 

The board currently has four members and 
needs one more to be complete. After much 
discussion, it was determined that a Keystone 
parent should be found to be the next final 
board member. Bay Mills Community College, 
which chartered Keystone, strongly advocates 
for a parent on the board. 

Since Derrick had been in the parent’s slot but 


her youngest son is graduating from Keystone 
this month and her term on the board expires 
next month, she would no longer qualify for 
that parent’s position. 

A Keystone PTO member, Christina Dare, 
had been invited to the May 9 meeting. She 
said she had been volunteering in the school 
since 2015. Her oldest son is graduating, but 
she has children who will be in grades 3 and 8 
this coming school year. 

She was asked to tell about herself and 
she said she is a registered nurse working at 
Ascension Hospital in Southfield. She has 
been married for 15 years as of that day and 
she considers herself non-judgmental, but 
loves jury duty. 

She said she signs up for everything needing 
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volunteers at Keystone and has been on all the 
field trips. She also brings her baked goods to 
share. 

After she left, president Harsant said he 
would like to talk to her on the phone and the 
other board members said they could interview 
her individually on the phone. 

Harsant said he’d rather talk to her privately 
than in the public meeting. The only public 
present was the Independent and Brittany 
Cook, representing Bay Mills Community 
College. 

In past meetings the board was looking 
for an educator to fill Losen’s seat, but now 
believe a parent should come first. 

At the end of the meeting, Andrew Roth, 
representative of National Heritage Academies 
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which administers Keystone, said that he had 
found a retired educator that was available. He 
named Paula Henry who used to be a dean at 
Keystone and left to go to another NHA school 
and now no longer is at NHA. Several board 
members said they knew her and remembered 
her from when she was at the school and liked 
her very much. 

Harsant asked for her phone number, as well, 
as he wanted to talk to her, too. 

Roth said the board has to have five members, 
so it isn’t an even number that leads to tie 
votes. It could increase the board to seven if 
it wanted to have both of these candidates, 
but it still would need to find one more board 
member. 

A decision is expected to be made at the June 
13 meeting. 

With the charter academy, a board member is 
selected by the board and then recommended 
to Bay Mills which does its background 
check and then generally approves the local 
recommendation. Then, the approval comes 
back to the local board for a swearing in. 

In other business at the one-hour-37-minute 
meeting, the board: 

e Approved the revised 2024-25 school 
calendar on which Aug. 26 is the first day of 
school and June 6 is the last day of school; 

e Tabled approval of the 2024-25 Parent 
and Student Handbook to change some of the 
wording on expulsion procedures; 

e Held a budget hearing and then approved 
the 2024-25 initial budget proposal, which 
Roth said is a best guess because the number 
of students is yet to be determined and the 
amount coming from the state isn’t finalized 
yet; 

e Appointed NHA representative Andrew 
Roth as Freedom of Information Act officer; 
CS3 Law as board legal counsel; NHA 
director of facilities Tom Brennan as AHERA 
(Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act) contact; Principal Jorvonna Drain as 
contact for Title VI, Title IX, and Section 
504; and Principal Drain as the School Safety 
Commission liaison. These are appointments 
made annually for the upcoming school year; 

e Heard Prinicpal Drain announce with the 
latest hire of an intervention paraprofessional, 
Keystone has no vacancies in staff of the 
upcoming school year. It is projected that 706 
students will enroll for the 2024-25 school 
year; and 

e Was reminded of the following upcoming 
events: May 31, Field Day; June 6, eighth 
grade promotion; and June 7 kinder promotion 
and eighth-grade Clap Out. June 7 is the last 
half-day of school this school year. 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


GARAGE/YARD SALE VEHICLES FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES 


HURON TWP. COMMUNITY 
GARAGE SALE WEEKEND. Sat. & 
Sun., May 18 & 19,9 am. - 4 pm. 
Over 45 sales throughout twp. 05/16 
377125 CASTLE DR, ROMULUS. 
May 16-18, 9-4 only. Women’s size 
14 clothing, excellent condition, 
jewelry, misc. household items. 
Ladies Schwinn 3-wheel bike. 05/16 
4 FAMILY GARAGE SALE. May 16- 
19. 11353 St. Aloysius St., Romulus. 
Lots of misc. jewelry, household items & 
furniture. Men’s & women’s clothing. 05/16 


3 FAMILY GARAGE SALE. May 


30", 31t & June 1°, 9 am. — 4 p.m. 
175 Chaney St., VBT. Household 
items, small kitchen appliances, 


furniture & books. 05/30 


RUMMAGE SALE 


ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, 409 W. Columbia Ave. 
Fri., May 17, 8 am- 4 pm. 


05/16 


Sat., May 18, 8 am.- 2 p.m. 


FOR SALE 


STAMPS, 1* DAY ISSUES. Many 
by Fleetwood. At Dave’s Treasure 
Trove, 668 E. Huron River Dr. 05/23 
CANNA BULBS — 
Red King Humbert, 5 
Attracts hummingbirds. 
(734) 699-6634 

24 FT. PONTOON BOAT. 40 HP. 
Bimini top. Full cover. Good condition. 
No trailer. $5,500 or best offer. 
(734) 624-2769 05/16 
BULBS, $l/ea. or $5/bag. 
(734) 461-0857 or 


05/23 


LARGE: 
to 7’ tall. 
$3.00. 


05/30 


CANNA 
Ready to plant. 
(734) 904-7577 


FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville. TEN 
FREE DRAPERY RODS, Various 
sizes + drapery hooks. Variety of 
café rods, different sizes & shapes. 
(734) 395-9695, Call or text. 05/16 


FOR RENT 


SENIOR CITIZEN WANTED for 1 
Bedroom Triplex in Belleville. $1,100/ 
mo. + $1,100 security. 600 sq. ft. 
(734) 216-9007 05/16 


SUMMER’S COMING. 2009 PONTIAC 
GT G50 Hardtop Convertible. 113,000 
miles. Like new, inside & out. Must see. 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819 
2006 FORD FREESTYLE SUV. Silver 
with black leather seats. 7 seats, runs 
good, great for hauling. 87,000 miles. 
$5,500. (734) 210-3904. Call/text. 
2012 H-D FLHTCU (Harley-Davidson). 
Ember red sunglow. Stage-one air & 
exhaust. Heated hand grips. Garage 
door opener. Day & Indoor storage 
covers. Road Tech GPS mount w/XM 
radio antenna. Service manual. $12,500. 
(734) 699-1238. Leave message. 
2011 FORD F-150 Pickup. Super cab. High 
mileage. V-8 good engine. Some rust. KBB 
Pricing. (734) 787-3883. Text only. 
2013 FORD EDGE SEL, 6 Cylinder. 
107,000 miles. Good condition. $7,000 
or best offer. (734) 699-6867 


HELP WANTED 


05/30 


05/16 


05/16 


05/23 


05/16 


Local Veterinary Office 
is Hiring Reception and 
Assistant. Experience 
is Preferred, Will 
Train Right Person. 


Competitive Wages, 
Great Hours. 
734-699-3800 
Website: affordablevetclinic.net 


SMALL ENGINE MECHANIC. 
Experience preferred. Full-time. 
(734) 697-1377 05/16 


JANITORIAL POSITION for large 
office building in Canton. Pleasant 
work environment. Mon-Thurs: 9 
p-m.-midnight. Fri, Sat, Sun: 6-9 p.m. 
$17-$18/hr. rdunn08@yahoo.com. 
(734) 673-2364 05/16 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


PLUMBING ° SEWER 
DRAINS - HANDYMAN 
Gutters Cleaned! 


Power Washing! 
CALL US! 


Local To The 
Belleville Area. Call 
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill. 


BEYOND HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


Kitchens — Baths 
Plumbing — Concrete 
Doors — Windows - Siding 
Gutters - Basements 
Drywall — Painting 
Senior & Veteran Discounts 
Call Pete - (734) 636-3741 


LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 


10/03 


RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
Specializing in lawn cutting, power 
washing, painting & other home 
repairs. (734) 306-8909 05/30 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 


MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & _ gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing. (734) 796-3628 06/06 
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL. 
Lawn cutting — Aerating — Mulch — 
Shrub Trimming - Spring Clean-up 
— Power Raking — Sod & Seeding — 
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712 


08/29 


HOME CARE PROVIDER. 35 years’ 
experience. Please no pets. Non-smokers. 
Available part time. ADL’s or Sitter. 
(828) 610-3528 


05/16 


PET & HOUSE SITTER. 
pet lover is available for 
Call Amy. (734) 652-4363 


WANTED 


ADVANCED H & W 
PAYING CASH 


Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 
Pick Up. Call Today! 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


D.K. JUNK CAR 
BUYERS 
PAY CASH 


We Work 
Monday - Saturday. 


134-368-5088 
734-545-5195 


WANTED — ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
CASH FOR YOUR CAR TODAY. 
Must be in good condition. Don’t 
trade it in, sell it to me. James’ Gems 
(734) 695-0819 


Local 
hire. 
05/30 


05/30 


“Look again at that dot. That’s here. 
That’s home. That’s us ... To me, it 
underscores our responsibility to deal 
more kindly with one another, and to 
preserve and cherish the 
pale blue dot, the only home 
we’ ve ever known.” 
— Carl Sagan 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 
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Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Friday, May 17 — Join the Van Buren 
Eagles at 9961 Beck Rd. for Eagle Riders 
Steak Roast, 5 p.m. Music Bingo & DJ 
Betty, 7:30 p.m. Open to the public. 

e Saturday, May 18 — Ford Mercury 
Restorers Club of America, Swap Meet, 
Car Show/Corral, site opens at 7 a.m., one 
day only. At the Washtenaw Farm Council 
Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd., Ann 
Arbor 48103, exit 175 off I-94 then go 
south three miles, free parking. Over 80 
vendors; $5 admission fee, 16 and under 
are free. Information on car show: (248) 


444-3169. 

e Monday, May 27 — Memorial Day 
Parade 10 a.m. from BHS to Main Street 
and Farmers Market on Fourth Street Place, 
10 a.m. — 4 p.m., sponsored by Belleville 
Central Business Community. Also, VFW/ 
PLAV Memorial Day Service at 11 a.m. at 
Veterans Memorial on High Street. Prayer 
by Pastor Robert White, National Anthem 
sung by Lori Day and Geof Bush, placing 
of wreaths, and “Taps.” 

e Wednesday, May 29 — American Red 
Cross Blood Drive, noon to 6 p.m. at the 
Sumpter Township Community Center 
gymnasium, 23501 Sumpter Rd. For an 
appointment, log onto RedCrossBlood.org 
(sponsor code Sumpter), call the township 
office at (734) 461-6201, ext. 2226, or call 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES -- MAY 7, 2024 
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Zoom 
Meeting ID for public participation: 894 2765 
4392. Present: Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer 
Budd, Clerk Wright, Trustee Boynton, Trustee 
Martin, Trustee Frazier and Trustee Kelley. 
Others in attendance: Deputy Supervisor 
Selman, Recording Assistant Beaudry, Director 
of Community Services Renaud, Deputy 
Director of Community Services Dohring, 
Police Chief Wright, Deputy Police Chief 
Monte, Director of Public Services Luckett, 
Director of Parks Locke, Facilities Coordinator 
Harvey, DDA Director Coburn, Municipal 
Services Director Akers and an audience of 
seven. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Frazier 
moved, Budd seconded to approve the amended 
agenda removing New Business Item #6: 
To consider approval of the First Reading 
of Ordinance 05-07-24 to amend the Zoning 
Ordinance to provide language clarifying 
signage provisions for the Belleville Road and 
Sumpter Road Mixed-Use Districts. Motion 
Carried. 
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
Boynton moved, Budd seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes of 
April 16, 2024, Prepaid List of April 18, 2024, 
Prepaid List of April 25 2024, Prepaid List of 
May 2, 2024, Voucher List of May 7, 2024, 
Approval of the Fireworks Display Permit 
Application for a firework display by Belleville 
Yacht Club on Saturday, July 6, 2024 with a 
rain date of Sunday, July 7, 2024, Approval of 
Resolution 2024-05: Agreement between the 
Charter County of Wayne and the Township 
of Van Buren for Improvements to Van Buren 
Park, Approval of the updated agreement with 
Norfolk Southern Railroad to construct the 
Iron Belle Trail Section J rail crossing with 
no monetary changes, Approval of attorney 
recommendation from May 7, 2024 Closed 
Session, and Approval of Resolution 2024-07: 
To Recognize Savage Elementary School PTO 
as a local nonprofit in Van Buren Township. 
Motion Carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING: None 
CORRESPONDENCE / 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Deputy Treasurer Sean Bellingham received his 


Michigan Certified Assessing Officer Level 2 
Certification. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business): None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Boynton moved, Wright seconded to approve 
amending the Fee Schedule for the Existing 
Tow Agreement with Great Lakes Towing and 
J & T Crova Towing. Motion Carried. 

Kelley moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
a 3-year extension for contracted assessing 
services with WCA. Motion Carried. 

Martin moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
a revision to the Cobblestone Creek Planned 
Development by David Straub of M/I Homes of 
Michigan, LLC (Case 23-075). Motion Carried. 
Wright moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
the selection of Michigan Building Cleaning 
and Maintenance for a one-year contract that 
will provide janitorial services at the VBC for a 
monthly cost of $16,016. Motion Carried. 
Boynton moved, Wright seconded to approve 
an agreement between Van Buren Community 
Players and Van Buren Township and to 
authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute 
the agreement. Motion Carried. 

Boynton moved, Kelley seconded to approve 
a Budget Amendment in the amount of 
$481,900 from Fund Balance into 227-000- 
971-009 Capital Outlay - Safe Streets with an 
amendment that the money will be placed in 
a newly created Capital Outlay Account with 
an equal offsetting credit from DDA matching 
funds and grant proceeds in account 227-000- 
971-010. Motion Carried. 

Boynton moved, Kelley seconded to approve 
Resolution 2024-04: Resolution of Necessity 
and Authorization to Commence Eminent 
Domain Proceedings along Belleville Road. 
Motion Carried. 

Kelley moved, Budd seconded to approve 
Resolution 2024-06: Request that the Michigan 
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 
keep the City of Belleville, Van Buren Township 
and Sumpter Township together and intact. 
Motion Carried. 

REPORTS: None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None. 

BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Boynton moved; Budd 
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 
Motion Carried. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 

Published: May 16, 2024 


1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

¢ Wednesday, May 29 — Enjoy the free 
jazz concert by the Phil Hale Jazz Trio at 7 
p.m. at the Belleville Area District Library. 

e Friday, May 31- Join the Van Buren 
Eagles at 9961 Beck Rd. for dinner at 5 
p.m. Karaoke with DJ Betty, 7:30 p.m. 
Open to the public. 

e Monday, June 3 — First day of Farmers 
Market from 4 to 7:30 p.m. at Fourth Street 
Place and Fourth Street Square. Continues 
on Mondays through Oct. 14. Presented 
by the Belleville Central Business 
Community. 

¢ Thursday, June 13 — The Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts presents Music 
Lakeside at 7 p.m. at Horizon Park. Tonight 
the music is by “Joy Riders.” 

e Friday, June 14 — Join the Van Buren 
Eagles at 9961 Beck Rd. for dinner at 5 
p.m. DJ Anthony Richendollar, 7:30 p.m. 
Open to the public. 

¢ Thursday, June 20 — The Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts presents Music 
Lakeside at 7 p.m. at Horizon Park. Tonight 
the music is by “RFD Boys.” 
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BHS at-home games 


¢ Thursday, May 16 — Boys Golf vs. 
Wayne Memorial HS, 3 p.m. at Willow 
Metropark GC; Girls JV Soccer vs. KLAA 
Crossover, 5:30 p.m.; Girls Varsity Soccer 
vs. KLAA Crossover, 7 p.m. 

e Monday, May 20 — Varsity Baseball vs. 
KLAA Crossover, 4 p.m., doubleheader; 
Girls JV Soccer vs. Salem HS, 4 p.m.; 
Varsity Softball vs. KLAA Crossover, 4 
p-m. doubleheader 

e Wednesday, May 22 — Varsity Softball 
vs. Wyandotte Roosevelt HS, 4:30 p.m. 

Diane Kiessel 
BHS Athletics Secretary 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Monday, May 20 — Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m. 
e Tuesday, May 21 — Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 6 p.m. 
e Wednesday, May 22 — Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair 


Housing Act which makes 


it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination." Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18. 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 


call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing 


impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING (REVISED NOTICE) 


Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission 
will hold public hearings on Wednesday, May 22", 2024 at 5:30 p.m., in the Board 
of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County, 


Michigan to consider the following request. 


1. Case 23-049: A request by applicant CBE, LLC; Brian Leibrandt on behalf of 
Tractor Supply, to rezone a 5.11-acre portion of the parcel with Parcel ID# 
V-125-83-134-99-0003-701 at the southeast corner of Hull Road and 
Sumpter Road from AG (Agricultural and Estate) to SRMU (Sumpter Road 
Mixed Use). 


Case 23-049: A request by CBE, LLC; Brian Leibrandt on behalf of Tractor 
Supply, for a special use approval to allow for outdoor sales/display areas 
for proposed retail development at Parcel ID# V-125-83-134-99-0003-701. 


Please address any written comments to the Van Buren Township Planning 
Commission at, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI 48111 or by e-mail at 
rakers@vanburen-mi.org. Written comments will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on the 
hearing date and all materials relating to this request are available for public 
inspection at the Van Buren Township Hall prior to the hearing. 


Van Buren Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aides and services 
to individuals with disabilities who are planning to attend. Please contact the Van 
Buren Township Planning & Economic Development department at 734-699-8913 at 
least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting if you require assistance. 


Posted: 
Published: 


May 14, 2024 
May 16, 2024 
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BHS student Jaedyn Jones takes top honors in state eSports 


Belleville High School has a new 
champion as sophomore student Jaedyn 
Jones clinched victory in the Michigan 
High School Esports 
League (MHSEL) 
State Championship for 
NBA2K by defeating 
Manistee High School 
2-0. 

Jaedyn’s skill 
and prowess with a 
controller led him to the 
top of the leaderboard, 
earning him the prestigious title, an 
undefeated regular season and playoffs, 
and most notably, recognition among the 
state’s eSports elite. 
Competing against some of Michigan’s 
most talented gamers, Jaedyn showcased 


Jones 


his dedication and passion for eSports, 
highlighting his dominance on the virtual 
basketball court. 

His journey to the championship was 
marked by intense matches, where he 
overcame his opponents with resilience 
and determination. Later this month, he 
will compete in the national championship 
bracket against other state title winners in 
the national PlayVS Cup. This tournament 
pits the nation’s best in each game against 
each other for scholarship prize money and 
bragging rights. 

“We are incredibly proud of Jaedyn’s 
achievement,” said coaches Mark Darket 
and Adam Howard. “His success not only 
highlights his individual talent but also 
reflects the supportive environment we 
cultivate here in the BHS eSports program. 


Sheena Barnes added to county’s list 
as Sumpter candidate for supervisor 


The Wayne County Clerk’s Office now 
includes the name of Sheena Barnes as 
a candidate for supervisor of Sumpter 
Township in the Aug. 8 primary election. 

Barnes had been on the Sumpter list of 
candidates at the township clerk’s office, 
but not on the county list as of last week. 

The candidates now listed by Wayne 
County on the unofficial list of candidates 
are: 

Supervisor: 

e Democrat, Nelson Po, 45025 Harris 
Rd., Belleville 

e Republican, Sheena Barnes, 
Sumpter Rd., New Boston 

e Republican Timothy Bowman, 
Karr Rd., Belleville 

e Republican Vincent Warren, 
Dunn Rd., Belleville 
Clerk: 

e Republican Donald LaPorte, 19240 
Sumpter Rd., Belleville 
Treasurer: 

e Republican Bart Patterson, 
Sumpter Rd., Belleville 
Trustees (elect 4): 

e Republican James M. Frazier, 44030 


28321 
21321 


46465 


23745 


Morgan Vaughn earns 
award from Ohio 
Wesleyan University 


Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, 
Ohio, presented its Golden Bishop Awards 
on April 17 to recognize students for 
outstanding achievements in leadership 
and community service during the 2023-24 
academic year. 

Those honored at the event included 
Morgan Vaughn of Belleville. 

Vaughn earned a Bridge Builder Award 
for exemplary service within and beyond 
the campus community. The award is for 
work as a Bishop Scholars Team Lead, 
tutoring children in grades K-8 in seven 
school districts to help them recover 
learning lost during the pandemic. 


Harris Rd., Belleville 
e Republican John Honey, 43900 Clay 
Rd., Belleville 
e Republican Robert Lintner, Jr., 483 
Wayside Dr., Belleville 
e Republican Peggy Morgan, 300 
Edgewood Dr., Belleville 
e Republican Matt Oddy, 17638 Odyssey 
Dr., Belleville 
e Republican Tim Rush, 28941 
Martinsville Rd., New Boston 
e Republican Ovidiu Suciu, 44349 Clay 
Rd., Belleville 
e Republican Tyler Thomas, 21321 Karr 
Rd., Belleville 
Democrat Antoine Jordan, 44946 Judd 
Rd., Belleville, who had been on the Wayne 
County list of trustee candidates last week 
has been removed from the county list. 
All the candidates for township offices 
in Van Buren Township have filed as 
Democrats and are unopposed. 


tlor 


Det NCE AG 
SURAN 1-69 


38 Fifth Street 7 3 
Belleville, MI 4 


ENCY 
7-6000 


Every young person who comes through 
these doors can find their purpose, pursue 
excellence, which in the end leads to higher 
achievement.” 

Competitive gaming has steadily gained 
recognition as a legitimate sport, providing 
students like Jaedyn with opportunities 
to showcase their talents, teamwork, and 
strategic thinking, Darket said. MHSEL 
serves as a platform for young gamers 
to improve their skills and compete at a 
statewide and national level, fostering a 
sense of camaraderie and sportsmanship 
among participants. 

Jaedyn’s accomplishment serves as 
an inspiration to his peers and future 
generations of gamers at BHS, Darket said. 

With his championship title, Jaedyn 
holds the coveted distinction of being the 
first eSports champion in Belleville High 
School history. 

As eSports continues to gain momentum, 
Jaedyn’s triumph is a testament to the 
dedication and skill required to excel in 
this dynamic, rapidly evolving competitive 
arena, Darket said. 
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HELP WANTED 


The Belleville Community Chorus 
is searching for a Choral Director 
for our medium sized, friendly, 
choral ensemble. Rehearsals are on 
Monday evenings 7-9pm, September 
through mid-December and again 
from January through early May, 
with public concerts at the end of 
each rehearsal session. The desired 
candidate should be a competent, 
expressive singer who can read choral 
octavo music. Experience singing in 
a chorus/choir and directing a choral 
ensemble/choir would be preferable. 
The person selected would need to 
work closely with the accompanist 
as a leader of the ensemble. For 
more information, or to arrange an 
interview/audition, please contact 
Claudia Roullier @ 734-788-0977 or 
claudiarou47@yahoo.com. Please 
provide a brief resume and references, 
as well as any salary requirements. 
You can check out BCC at our website 
http://www. bellevillechorus.com/ and 
our past concerts on Youtube. 


NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON! 


TOPSOIL DELIVERED SPECIALS z 


3 Yards Credit $100, Cash $96" 
5 Yards Credit $140’, Cash $134" 
6 Yards Credit $155', Cash $150" 


TOPSOIL - U-PICK UP 
$19 Yard Credit, $18" Yard Cash 


e Colored Mulch/Playground 
° Sand - Pool, Fill & Sharp 

¢ Hardwood Mulch 

¢ Decorative Stones 
° Driveway Gravel 

e Pea Gravel ¢ % Float 
¢ Asphalt Millings 

e 1” - 


WE INSTALL 
GRAVEL 
DRIVEWAYS 
AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
1.5” Egg Rock WHITE ST yg 


Garden Blend Topsoil & Compost - 2” - 4” Round Rock 


100% Compost 


Hours 
+ Monpay — SATURDAY 
8 a.m. — 6 P.M. 
Sunpay 
9 A.M. — 3 P.M. 


AUTO • HOME ¢ MOBILE HOME 


DUANE DETLOR, CIC 


N a 
Toit 
J , 


BOAT • BUSINESS « LIFE 


. 4” 


(ae) 
Fanaa Email: 


12” Oversize Rock 


Website: yostsandandgravel.com 
yostsandandgravel@gmail.com 


s 
& GRAVEL 


734-624-2273 
carsonspowerwashing.com 


House Washing 
Roof Washing 
Concrete Cleaning 


Go gle Local to 


Belleville 


Carson’s 
Power 
Washing 


Exterior Cleaning That Makes You Smile 


NATIONAL HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING HOTLINE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


| TOLL-FREE | 24/7 


1-888-373-7888 


Get help. Report a tip. 


Find services. 


Learn about your options. 


www.HumantTraffickingHotline.org 
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BONECUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


STORM DAMAGE & 
SPRING DISCOUNTS! 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
e Storm Clean Up YEAR ROUND 
e Free Estimates QISU 
e Tree Topping & Trimming 
e Tree & Shrub Removal 
e Stump Removal ° Bucket Service 


Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 


One Call Does It All... 
..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 


More Letters 


Elected official continues 
to defy no-parking rule 


To the editor: 

I am writing on behalf of myself and 
dozens of my neighbors who have spoken 
up about the City of Belleville’s inaction 
regarding ongoing and flagrant violation of 
a city ordinance by a local elected official 
(or someone living in her household). 

I am referring to Councilperson Kelly 
Bates, and a truck that is parked in nearly 
continuous violation of a no-parking 
fire lane on Victorian Boulevard in front 
of her house in the Victoria Commons 
neighborhood. 

Neighborhood representatives have held 
a series of meetings with city and police 
officials about various issues in Victoria 
Commons. While progress has been made 
on some issues that have been raised, 
specific complaints about the illegally 
parked truck are met with shrugged 
shoulders and indifference. 


FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER 


EMERGENCY 


First United 
Methodist Church 


Le 


I ado 


417 Charles Street 
Belleville, MI. 
734-697-9288 


a) 


Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM - 1PM 


| The Ler Cfo 


| 


oN Eversole 


© Estate Planing ®© Probate @ Property Lew 


| 
152 Wein St 


(Suite 11 


Cult 7 34-118 -4574 


Belleville, Wich. 48111 ww cnuyevorsolelau, cont 


HONESTY IS OUR POLIC Y 
LONNIE” S #5 
Auro REPAIR 


NEW CUSTOMERS GET l 

10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: , 

1 GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 
l RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE 


I WITH COUPON ° LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-27-24 


BAI 
al 


SENIORS, VETERANS & | 
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ' 


WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-27-24 4 aay 


| Disc BRAKE SPeciat | i LET'S GET READY FOR SPRING! \ 


! Premium Paps & Rotors, 


INcLupEs Lasor, STARTING AT $300 


a Belts, Hoses, Fic. | 


Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 
I WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-27- 24 
i 


50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 


Neighbors are extremely concerned about 
the safety implications of this persistent 
conduct, which is exacerbated by the fact 
that the truck is parked on a curve and is 
not visible until one is almost upon it. 

A neighborhood survey was conducted 
about issues of importance to residents 
ahead of a meeting earlier this month. 
There was robust participation in reply 
to the survey and the meeting, and this 
illegally-parked truck by a council member 
was the focus of a lot of comments. 
Coincidentally or not, it was noted that 
the truck was moved to the driveway for 
the first time in a long time just before our 
meeting. Predictably, now that the meeting 
has passed, the truck has been moved back 
out of the driveway and onto the public 
roadway in the fire lane. We’ve seen this 
pattern of the truck being moved into the 
driveway and then back to the street around 
the time of other membership meetings. 

My neighbors and I love the small-town 
feel we have here. The last thing we’d 
expect to encounter here is this kind of 
disrespectful, imperious behavior by an 
elected official who apparently thinks she’s 
above the law. Maybe it’s time to research 
the process for initiating a recall vote. 
It seems we would need a little over 400 
signatures to initiate the process. 


Concerned Victoria Commons Residents 
Name withheld because of expressed fear 
of retaliation. 
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Wants refund for those 
bills that weren’t ours 


To the editor: 
I am writing this anonymously for fear of 
retaliation for speaking out about this. 

It is an outrage and downright wrong 
for all of us in the suburbs who struggle 
every month to “pay our bills” to have to 
pay someone else’s bill without even being 
considered or asked if we are OK with it. 

What am I talking about? We are paying 
Highland Park’s millions of dollars in 
water bills, that’s what! Great Lakes Water 
Authority “decided” WE should pay it! 
Why? It’s NOT OUR bill! I can’t afford 
to pay someone else’s bills. I struggle to 
pay my own, thanks to ‘bidenomics.’ So, I 
recently read where the suburbs are going 
to get credit for it. 

Is that money going to go back to the 
residents who have been paying it? Yeah, I 
bet not! Not one penny will we get back. I 
have lived in this community for 35 years. 
My water bill has ALWAYS run around 
$30-$35 per month. Now? $100-$125 per 
month and I live alone! 

Thank you, Highland Park and GLWA. 
I don’t know how you can sleep at night. 
You have no conscience! 

It’s not right. It’s not our “bill” and the 
money needs to be refunded to us — THE 
VICTIMS! 


No signature or community given 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 
The Belleville-Area Independent 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


ow taking reservations for 
private training . 


Call for a no cost, no obligation discussion 


of how I may help out with: 
# Beginner-level behavior issues 
# Socialization challenges 


# Preparation for therapy dog 
certification 


Janet Deaton 
Certified Dog Trainer 


dogs by janet = Belleville janet@dogsbyjanet.com a” (734) 604-1720 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 286 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, May 5: 
0009 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0049 — abandoned auto, Tyler Rd/Beck Rd. 
0241 — traffic offense, WB I-94/Rawsonville I-94 
ramp E. 
0343 — intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave. 
0419 — civil matter, Lake Villa Dr. 
1026 — family trouble, Pond Bluff Dr. 
1034 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
1117 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1230 — threat, McBride Ave. 
1238 — neighbor trouble, Ironwood Dr. 
1256 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1309 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1334 — family trouble, Ecorse Service B Dr. 
1500 — animal complaint, Lincoln St. 
1521 — harassment call, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1549 — intrusion alarm, Denton Rd. 
1629 — intrusion alarm, Martz Rd. 
1848 — suicidal person, Ironwood Dr. 
1938 — assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd. 
1944 — motorist assist, Rawsonville Rd. / W. Huron 
River Dr. 
2005 — disorderly, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
2102 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
2139 — missing person, Capitol Dr. 
2153 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2235 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
2237 — intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd. 
XXXX — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
2253 — welfare check, Spruce Ln. 
Monday, May 6: 
0709 — welfare check, Kouza Ct. 
0838 — authorized driving away of auto, Rawsonville 
Rd. 
0846 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
McBride 
0901 — fraud, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0941 — breaking & entering, E. Huron River Dr. 
1025 — welfare check, Hamilton St. 
1157 — trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1218 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1233 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1329 — private property impound, Vernon St. 
1343 — juvenile complaint, Harmony Ln. 
1415 — welfare check, Oak Ln. 
1427 — harassment call, rest area 
1446 — welfare check, Belleville Rd/E. I-94 
1459 — juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr. 
1504 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1517 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Martz Rd. 
1715 — civil matter, Red Oak Dr. 
1542 — property damage accident, W. I-94/rest area 
1626 — intrusion alarm, Richmond Dr. 
1627 — civil matter, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 Service 
Dr. 
1726 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1800 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
xxxx — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1847 — intrusion alarm, Elwell Rd. 
xxxx — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
xxxx — disorderly, Tyler Rd /Lakeshore Dr. 
1945 — disorderly, Tyler Rd /Lakeshore Dr. 
2025 — welfare check, Pinewood Ln. 
2123 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
2203 — civil matter, Sheldon Rd. 
2225 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
2259 — noise complaint, Westlake Cir. 
Tuesday, May 7: 
0653 — intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0808 — malicious destruction of property, Ecorse 
0832 — parking complaint, Kahla Dr/Reene Dr. 
0907 — vehicle lockout, Denton Rd. 
1022 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hannan Rd. 
1149 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Tallgrass Ct. 


1224 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
1238 — larceny, Rawsonville Rd. 
1232 — welfare check, Stratford Dr. 
1244 — larceny, Green Meadows 
1358 — assist other dept., Lenmoore Ave. 
1411 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Rawsonville Rd. 
1450 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Harmony Ln. 
1500 — animal complaint, Montague Ave. 
1550 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 
1709 — juvenile complaint, Peachtree Ln. 
1822 — disorderly, Tallgrass Ct. 
1857 — welfare check, Rose Blvd. 
2005 — suicidal person, Maple Dr. 
2030 — intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd. 
2044 — civil matter, Stamford Rd. 
2107 — 911 welfare check, Bog Rd. 
2206 — domestic, Stamford Rd. 
2207 — 911 welfare check, Van Born Rd. 
2359 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd. 
Wednesday, May 8: 
0112 — domestic, Briarwood Dr. 
0156 — mental subject, Belleville Rd. 
0652 — intrusion alarm, Pond Bluff Dr. 
0736 — intrusion alarm, Alba Ct. 
0906 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd. 
0944 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
1012 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
XXXX — misc. complaint, Richard Run Dr. 
1118 — noise complaint, Lake Villa Dr. 
1205 — intrusion alarm, Hanover Dr. 
1220 — intrusion alarm, Robbe Rd. 
1240 — harassment call, Nautica Dr. 
XXXX — private property/property damage accident, 
Ecorse Rd. 
1350 — animal complaint, Fret Rd. 
xxxx — fraud, Bemis Rd. 
1555 — intrusion alarm, Fay Dr. 
1636 — civil matter, Rose Blvd. 
1644 — welfare check, Bemis Rd. 
1656 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1715 — larceny, Brookview Dr. 
1730 — animal complaint, W. Huron River Dr. 
1830 — domestic, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1954 — civil matter, Denton Rd. 
1859 — animal complaint, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
1915 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Pond Ridge Dr. 
1946 — threat, N. Pondersoa Trl. 
2022 — 911 welfare check, Arthur St. 
2144 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
Timberview Dr. 
2247 — 911 welfare check, Sondra Dr. 
2343 — misc. complaints, Tyler Rd. 
Thursday, May 9: 
0657 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. 
0658 — intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0710 — family trouble, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0756 — intrusion alarm, Country Walk Ct. 
0827 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd. 
0947 — 911 welfare check, Country Walk Ct. 
XXXX — repossession, Westlake Cir. 
1017 — family trouble, Parkwood Dr. 
XXXX — private property impound, S. I-94 Service 
1209 — harassment call, Sylvia Dr. 
1311 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1316 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
1358 — family trouble, Sunrise Ln. 
1426 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
1512 — civil matter, Robson Rd. 
1513 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd. 
XXXX — warrant arrest, Tyler Rd. 
1540 — warrant arrest, Michigan/Beck 
1809 — personal injury accident, E. I-94/Rawsonville 
I-94 ramp E. 
XXXx — repossession, Rogers Ave. 
1855 — animal complaint, Sheldon Rd. 
1917 — malicious destruction of property, Peachtree 
Ln. 
2036 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd. 
2044 — welfare check, Arthur St./Buchanan St. 
2056 — 911 welfare check, Laguna Dr. 
2240 — disorderly, Parkwood Dr. 
2358 — 911 welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
Friday, May 10: 
0139 — road hazard, Denton Rd./S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0746 — welfare check, Parkwood Dr. 
0904 — larceny, Belleville Rd. 
1112 — civil matter, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1203 — vehicle lockout, Andover Dr. 


1245 — animal complaint, N. Ponderosa Trl. 
1416 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
1416 — juvenile complaint, Martinsville Rd. 
1445 — malicious destruction of property, W. Cherry 
1503 — suicidal person, Elwell Rd. 
1624 — abandoned auto, Martz Rd. 
xxxx — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1848 — mental subject, Filmore St. 
1930 — assist fire dept., Martinsville Rd. 
2015 — disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
2105 — assist other dept., Kirkridge Park Dr. 
2126 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Stratford Dr. 
2142 — traffic offense, Holly Ln. 
2150 — 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
2158 — assist other dept., Belleville Rd./Harmony 
Ln. 
2258 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
2332 — assault & battery, Parkside Dr. 
Saturday, May 11: 
0237 — welfare check, Oak In. 
0745 — property damage accident, Greenbriar Dr. 
XXXX — repossession, Oak Ln. 
0936 — intrusion alarm, Florence Ln. 
1010 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1004 — assault & battery, Martz Rd/Rawsonville 
1118 — civil matter, Paloma Dr. 
1143 — civil matter, Belleville Rd. 
1338 -- property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Martz Rd. 
1430 — neighbor trouble, Daisy Blvd. 
1456 — malicious destruction of property, Sadie Ln. 
1725 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1824 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Rd. 
1959 — harassment call, S. Bellridge Dr. 
2007 — juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr. 
2159 — property damage accident, Van Born Rd./ 
Briarwood Dr. 
2117 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Michigan Ave. 
2200 — vehicle lockout, Gilmore St. 
2300 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd. 
2305 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
0011 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
Also, on this week’s log are 97 traffic stops, 23 of 
which were on the I-94 freeway. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, May 5: 

1029 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave. 

1050 — traffic stop, Madelon St./E. Columbia 

1131 — property check, Owen Middle School 

1316 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave. 

1628 — property check, Owen St. 

1655 — traffic stop, High St. 

1748 — traffic stop, Menlo Park Dr./Belle Villa Blvd. 

1824 — civil matter, Main St. 

2020 — traffic stop, Third St./N. Liberty St. 

2134 — assist other dept., San Carlos St. 
Monday, May 6: 

0036 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./N. Liberty St. 

0855 — juvenile complaint, Owen St. 

1527 — larceny, N. Liberty St. 

1551 — assist fire dept., Loza Ln. 

1723 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Main 

1836 — juvenile complaint, Owen St. 

2015 — assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr. 
Tuesday, May 7: 

0003 — assist fire dept., San Carlos St. 

0143 — noise complaint, W. Thornhill Ct. 

0712 — assist fire dept., San Carlos St. 

0819 — assist fire dept., South St. 

xxxx — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave. 

1502 — found property/child, Main St. 
Wednesday, May 8: 

0040 — traffic stop, Loza Ln./N. Edgemont Ave. 

0824 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave. 

0845 — traffic stop, W. Columbia/Harbour Pte. 

0928 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd /Quirk Rd. 

0947 — traffic stop, South St./E. Davis St. 

1257 — traffic stop, W. Columbia/Church St. 

1301 — traffic stop, E. Huron River/N. Liberty 

1311 — W. Huron River Dr/Harbour Pte Dr. 

1317 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave. 

1329 — traffic stop, W. Columbia/Church St. 

1332 — traffic stop, Columbia St./Davison St. 

1406 — traffic offense, High St./Huron River 

1527 — traffic stop, Savage Rd./Martinsville 
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1719 — parking complaint, Carmell St. 

1725 — property damage accident, High St. 

2042 — traffic stop, W. Columbia/Church St. 

2123 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 

Fourth St. 

2123 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Harmony Ln. 
Thursday, May 9: 

0013 — traffic stop, Water Works 

0949 — threat, Owen St. 

1419 — missing person, W. Columbia Ave. 

xxxx — harassment call, Main St. 

1634 — disorderly, Sumpter Rd. 

2038 — traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St. 

2048 — harassment call, Estrada 

2353 — misc. complaint, Main St. 
Friday, May 10: 

0012 — traffic stop, South St./E. Wabash Ave. 

0021 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa Blvd. 

0237 — misc. complaint, Main St./Fourth St. 

0905 — disorderly, Main St. 

1010 — warrant arrest, Main St./First St. 

1213 — animal complaint, High St. 

1249 — overdose, N. Aberdeen Ct. 

xxxx — overdose, N. Aberdeen Ct. 

xxxx — repossession, Belle Villa 

1354 — 911 welfare check, Henry St. 

1506 — animal complaint, E. Thornhill Ct. / Victorian 
Ln. 

1948 — assist fire dept., Santa Clara St. 

2057 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon 

2146 — traffic stop, N. Liberty/Belleville Rd. 

2154 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Harmony Ln. 
Saturday, May 11: 

0910 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave. 

1805 — civil matter, Main St. 

1948 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 

2015 — assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr. 

2049 — property check, Owen St. 

2146 — assist fire dept., N. Liberty St. 

2240 — assist citizen, Main St. 
There are 29 traffic stops on this week’s log. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, May 5: 
0043 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0324 — traffic complaint/hazard, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Rustic Ln. 
0821 — 911 hangup, Knollwood Dr. 
0833 — suspicious vehicle, 44000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1021 — suspicious circumstance, Edgewood Dr. 
1301 — unauthorized driving away of auto, 24000 
bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1313 — fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr. 
1344 — juvenile matter, New Mexico St. 
1625 — shots fired, 47000 bl. Judd Rd. 
1635 — alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1725 — fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Savage Rd. 
1750 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Morton Ave. 
1921 — follow-up investigation, 24000 bl. Karr Rd. 
2012 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Elwell 
Rd. / Harris Rd. 
2106 — civil matter, Carriage Ln. 
2143 — suspicious person, Virginia St. 
2157 —911 hangup, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
2220 — civil matter, Magnolia Dr. 
Monday, May 6: 
0113 — 911 hangup, 47000 bl. Harris Rd. 
0633 — family trouble, Magnolia Dr. 
0643 — family trouble, Magnolia Dr. 
0933 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter 
0942 — neighbor dispute, Mulberry Dr. 
1052 — neighbor dispute, Mulberry Dr. 
1228 — fire dept. assist, Knollwood Dr. 
1408 — suspicious person, 50000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1503 — civil matter, Colorado St. 
1508 — welfare check, Rustic Ln. 
1832 — traffic complaint/hazard, Judd/Clark 
1948 — recovered UDAA, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave. 
2015 — follow-up investigation, Mulberry Dr. 
Tuesday, May 7: 
0018 — fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd. 
0402 — suspicious circumstance, Willow Rd. / 
Martinsville Rd. 
0928 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1245 — civil matter, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1431 — misdemeanor warrant arrest, Willow Rd. / 


Sumpter Rd. 


(Continued on page 19) 
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VAN BUREN SENIOR CENTER 


LAST DAY AT HAGGERTY ELEMENTARY 


FRIDAY, MAY 17 


Friday May 17th will be the last day for the Senior Center located at 
Haggerty Elementary. The Senior Center will remain closed until we re- 
open to the public mid-June at the new Van Buren Community Center. 


Beginning May 20th The Recreation Department will be available 
by APPOINTMENT ONLY for in-person Pavilion and Summer Camp 


Registrations. 

(Pavilions and Summer Camp registrations are also available on-line) 
Please call 734-699-8921 to book an appointment. 

Stay tuned for exact dates and time. 


VAN BUREN 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP 


IS YOUR BUSINESS 
A TARGET 
FRBURGLARS 


BREAK-INS CAUGHT ON CAMERA 


P 
© 
13A 69122888 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION 


for BOTH your Business & Home... 


* Remote Control-View-Playback 
e Email / Smartphone Alerts 
e PC / Mac Support 
e No monthly fees 
Includes: 


S1 500 * Installation 


seem ° 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 
e 19” Monitor 
e DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


A- 
> A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 
_ Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing ° InnovativeComputers.net 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


(continued from page 18) 


1432 — harassment complaint, Oregon St. 

1619 — harassment complaint, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

1934 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 

1943 — shots fired, Third St. 

2120 — fire dept. assist, Tamarack Dr. 

2156 — follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln. 
Wednesday, May 8: 

0041 — suspicious person, Magnolia Dr. 

0821 — family trouble, Vermont St. 

1028 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Harris Rd. 

1104 — family trouble, Arizona St. 

1254 — 911 hangup, 43000 bl. Judd Rd. 

1440 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Martinville 

1614 — alarm, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 

1741 — fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr. 

1935 — neighbor dispute, New Mexico St. 

1950 — traffic complaint/hazard, Wear Rd. / Carleton 
West Rd. 

2227 — juvenile matter, New Mexico St. 

2233 — suspicious circumstance, 17000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd. 

2235 — family trouble, Indiana St. 
Thursday, May 9: 

0601 — disorderly person, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

0834 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter 

0912 — welfare check, 17000 bl. Odyssey Dr. 

0935 — assist other agency, 23000 bl. Sumpter 

1011 — suspicious circumstance, Wyoming St. 

1045 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter 

1116 — follow-up investigation, 1900 bl. Sumpter 

1129 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter 

1312 — suspicious circumstance, Wyoming St. 

1712 — civil matter, California St. 

1722 — death investigation, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1736 — civil matter, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1740 — 911 hangup, Knollwood Dr. 

1831 — animal complaint, Wear Rd/Elwell Rd. 

2124 — suspicious person, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 

2229 — suspicious circumstance, Arizona St. 

2313 — follow-up investigation, Arizona St. 
Friday, May 10: 

0042 — fire dept. assist, Arizona St. 

0750 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1012 — larceny, Alaska St. 

1206 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Carleton West Rd. 

1235 — larceny, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1309 — welfare check, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

1347 — follow-up investigation, 24000 bl. Haggerty 
Rd. 

1642 — civil matter, 18000 bl. Savage Rd. 

1657 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Judd Rd. 

1740 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

1816 — assist other agency, 46000 bl. Kozma Rd. 

1830 — suspicious circumstance, Rustic Ln. 

1900 — juvenile matter, Arizona St. 

1942 — animal complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1946 — 911 hangup, Washington St. 

2203 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Judd Rd. 

2238 — citizen assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 

2323 — suspicious circumstance, 22000 bl. Bohn 

2331 — family trouble, Arizona St. 
Saturday, May 11: 

0151 — property damage accident, 51000 bl. Willis 

0214 — citizen assist, Willis Rd./Sherwood Rd. 

1021 — fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd. 

1351 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

1509 — follow-up investigation, 24000 bl. Haggerty 
Rd. 

1522 — larceny, Knollwood. 

1619 — citizen assist, Rustic Ln. 

1642 — civil matter, New Mexico St. 

1729 — fire dept. assist, Indiana St. 

1922 — 911 hangup, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

2026 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2037 — shots fired, Rawsonville Rd./Judd Rd. 

2357 — civil matter, Oregon St. 
Also on this week’s log are 134 patrol checks, 40 
traffic stops, and seven misc. details. 


One Call Does It All... 


..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 
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Musings 


By Janet Millard 75 
Independent 


Advertising Director Q ` 


HealthMarkets at 186 Main St. will not 
only have an entry in the Memorial Day 
Parade, but it is also opening its parking lot 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. that day with music, 
yard games, and food trucks. What a great 
idea. See its ad in our paper each week. 

Main Street will really be walkable 
on Memorial Day. Prior to the 10 a.m. 
parade, you can join in the festivities at 
HealthMarkets, enjoy the 50-Flag Salute on 
the open lots at Third and Main, and pick up 
a stick flag by the flag display or at Clement 
Insurance right next door. At 11 a.m. the 
memorial program by the VFW/PLAV 
will begin on High Street at the Veterans 
Memorial, and when it is done you can walk 
over to Fourth Street Place, have lunch, and 
shop at the Farmers Market. 
KKK 
Are you ready for a day trip? Huron 
Township is holding a community-wide 
garage sale weekend — May 18 and 19. 
Between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. more than 45 
homes will be selling their treasures. 
KKK 

Thunder Over Michigan, scheduled for 
July 20 and 21, has many options for tickets. 
I think it will all depend on how many you 
plan on taking. On their website they say the 
price of tickets will go up as more people 
buy them. Anyway, go to Thunder Over 
Michigan website and look at all the options. 
Even though we won’t see the Blue Angels 
or Thunderbirds, in order to experience the 
excitement of the USAF F-16 Viper Demo 
Team, the U.S. Navy F/A-18 West Coast 
Rhino Demo Team, and other Famous 
Fighters from throughout American history, 
you need to start by purchasing your tickets! 

Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue will 
be holding a pet adoption event on Sunday, 
May 19 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sidetrack 
Bar and Grill, 56 E. Cross Street in Ypsi. This 
is in addition to their monthly pet adoptions 
at Petco in Arborland from 11 a.m. to noon 
every second Saturday. Come and meet your 
new best friend! 

KKK 
There are still cutout wooden blanks 
available at the Belleville Area District 
Library for the Neil Griffin Community 
Art Project, formerly the FISH Project. 
Sailboat blanks are a new feature this 
year. The Belleville Area Council for the 
Arts (BACA) invites artists of all ages to 
paint and decorate a sailboat or a new fish. 
Donations of $5 each are requested. The 
new additions are due by June 10, so that the 
new creations, as well as the past school of 
fish, can be installed for the summer along 
the shore of Belleville Lake at Horizon Park. 

KKK 

Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Janet Millard at 
(734) 699-9020. 
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Our Office has Over 221 Years of Real 
E/MA G S Estate Experience. Our Knowledge 
R x L E NN I LVE NI Shared becomes your Power Multiplied. 
CROSSROADS III Prior #1, #2. and #3 RE/MAX 
418 Main Street 


Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (73 4) 740-3000 Agent Southeastern Michigan 


email: mrsold@mrsold.com Mayor City of Belleville 
website: Ca com Office (734) 699-4000 ý 1987-1995 


WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES | COMPLIANCE FEES JUNK FEES 


aa "15249 SPRUCE, ROMULUS 


SUPER CLEAN and Move in Condition. Offering 4 Bed- 
rooms, | Bath, Large Living Room and Kitchen, Hardwood 
Floors, 90+ Furnace, Yard, Sheds and Parking Pad. $150,000 


~ 20330 MARTINSVILLE, SUMPTER TWP 
OUTSTANDING. Over 2,900 sf, 4 large bedrooms, Great 
Room with Fireplace, 2 Full and 2 Half Baths. Greenhouse, 
Deck, Pool. 4 Car Garage, Barn + More. 16 Acres $449,900 


3066 23RD STREET, DETROIT 


IMPRESSIVE 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Basement, Two Kitch- 
ens and Just down the street from Slow's Barbque, Corktown 
& Michigan Central Train Station + + More. $120,000 


12755 RAWSONVILLE, SUMPTER TWP 
SPACIOUS AND UPDATED 4 bedroom Cape Cod on Paved 
Street with 3.4 Acres. Newer 95% Furnace and Central Air, 
Fenced Yard + Huge 54x40 Pole Barn. $475,000 


49241 BEMIS, SUMPTER TWP 
RANCH with Newer Roof and Furnace. Featuring 3 Bed- 


45716 VICTORIA, SUMPTER TWP 
BEAUTIFUL VINYL SIDED COUNTRY RANCH Fea- 


2405 RAWSONVILLE, VAN BUREN TWP 
i 2 E e BELLEVILLE LAKE BUILDING SITE with Driveway | IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build- 
turing 3 bedrooms, | large bath, open kitchen, new furnace, | rooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Big Family Room with Custom Fire- | plus Sewer and Water at Street. Have Access to All Sports | ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base- 
roof is 3 years old, built 1996. It’s a real clean dream. $195,000 place, Large Living Room on .96 Acres $275,000 Belleville Lake. NOW OFFERED AT $150,000 ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease 


BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4ACRES LTINDBY | WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000 |] 7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS | 6551 BUNTON, SOLD TI TWP 427 X 1019 
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY | METRO AIRPORT $250,000 HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $29.500 ] ICED $40,000 and 10 ACRES PAVED S1KEET NOW $200,000 
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS | SUMPTER RD EXETER * $80,000 |HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES _$29.900 || $50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTS 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN- 
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49.000_ VACANT JUDD SUMPTER 2.1 AC $39,500 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC _$65.000 || SUMPTER TWP 17+AC_ $199,500 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED 
3 ACRES -COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |VACANT JUDD 8.7 AC. PAVED RD $75,000 | 20728 GRIFFIN SUM _ $45.000 |BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. _ $550,000 
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 !'HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 !50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000 "VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000! VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $55,000 


209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE 
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ATCHINSON CALL: (734) 697-9161 WELCOME, 
cee e E O ATCHINSON.NET JALEN ANKTON! 


